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1. Sometimes/ Once in a while/Every now and then/ Every so often, we (would)
do something/things against our will simply (in order) to please our friends.

2. In fact/As a matter of fact /In effect/ In reality, we should learn to stick to
our principles while faced with/facing peer pressure.

o 3 EX

(#i3Z— ) The sunlight struggled through the murky clouds and cast on a
shopping mall, where a huge crowd of people waited in front of its gate. Some
people were drawn by the anniversary sale, and some were there to make a
pilgrimage, hoping to get a great deal from the flagship stores selling a
diversity of merchandise. They fixated on the gate with glints in their eyes,
counting down the minutes before the opening. At the moment when the staff
opened the gate, throngs of people started to flock in. They fell over one
another, dashing forward like predators launching for their preys. Soon, the
people indulged themselves in a shopping spree, scrambling for the products
while inquiring about the discounts the stores were willing to offer. With more
and more people swarming into the mall, every floor was blanketed by waves

of customers that never seemed to end.

Chatters and voices of bargains started to rise from everywhere,
echoing in the entire mall. The staff were busy swiping the barcodes of the
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items and ringing up for the customers. After hours of binge shopping, the
crowds of people started to disperse with smiles hung on their faces, leaving
the exhausted staff behind. Frazzled as they were, they felt a sense of
achievement, knowing that they had done their utmost to cater to the needs
of their customers. The anniversary sale, in the end, led to the skyrocketing
sales of the electronic appliances, cosmetics, household wares, and other
peripheral products. It was actually a win-win situation that it not only pleased
the consumers but also set an unprecedented sales record for the department

stores.

(#i3Z ) The scene of people lining up for exotic or popular commodities is
not rare in Taiwan; however, none could rival the one taking place at Nacy’s
anniversary sale last Saturday. Seconds after the event commenced, a
multitude of folks poured into it for a brutal pillage after hours of siege.
Without being aware of the background, one might have guessed the
apocalypse was coming, for the manner and civility seen ordinarily were all
out of the window. Moments later, predictably, the mobs occupied every
counter which could be found, inquiring the details of their favored products.
As for the clerks, they were having their own version of do or die: Getting
bombarded by innumerable questions and requests from customers, who very
much resembled ravenous carnivores preparing to devour. Fortunately, the
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ordeal ended, or, did it?

Just weeks after the farce, the shoppers’ temporal happiness gained
through the adrenaline rush obtained during the blind pursuit faded away with
reality gradually reoccupying their senses. Saving a buck or two or being
among the firsts to get their hands on crazily sought-after items turned out to
be no medicine for the contemporary disease called Doing something for the
sake of doing it. It soon dawned on the shoppers that most of their purchases
turned out to be something merely for bragging rights rather than necessities.
Be that as it may, the next big sale in line will likely withess most of the same
shoppers, if not all of them, as the caricature brought forth by the exploitation
of human weakness will live on as long as humans keep mistaking the
nonessential for the essential. There is hope, though, should people no longer
deem this heresy a creed. Shopping is not a sin. That said, let us shop smart.

goods are made for humans, not the other way around.

(&i32=) Days before the anniversary sale, the long-awaiting and covetous
customers had been crowding in front of a local department store with their
fists clenching and sweat dripping, waiting to press through the gate so that
they could lay their hands on the limited-edition products. On the invigorating
sound “welcome” that echoed in the air, hundreds of customers charged into

the department store, brandishing the credit card in their hands wild with a
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burning desire to get the first glance of the clerks and squander all the money
they had in hand. Those who had successfully purchased the products suddenly
became a one-day pop icon, receiving the interview of the correspondents,
flaunting the merchandise they had just acquired, and unknowingly making

themselves a sandwich man and a conspicuous character in the advertisement.

However, it was the best of times; it was the worst of times. It was the time
consumers earned most; it was the time they lost most. While the customers
were gloating over those who failed to purchase the limited-edition products
in time, the merchants were gloating over the puppeteered customers. Though
it seemed that both the customers and the merchants got what they wanted,
the power was lopsided. What with media framing and what with hunger
marketing, the consortiums created an ambience that the annual sale was, for
the tight-fisted customers, an amnesty that unleashed them from the shackles
of tight budgets. However, what they did was purchasing products they might
not need, selling out their identity to the consortiums at an inconsequential
cost, and making themselves a significant role in the whole marketing scheme
for the future potential customers. While the customers thought they had got
a bargained product, they made themselves another bargained product, which
the consortiums bought at a low price and made customers a great
advertisement. As a result, the seemingly win-win situation was not so much
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a reciprocity as a commercial scheme. However, unless consumers perceived
the scheme behind the promotion, the insane drama would be brought onto

the stage and propagandized every year.
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